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doors, and either shot the poor Indians or cut
them to pieces with hatchets.

This was probably the first instance of lynch law
in America. It raised a storm of indignation and
controversy; and a pamphlet war persisted for
several years. The whole province was immedi-
ately divided into two parties. On one side were
the Quakers, most of the Germans, and conserv-
atives of every sort, and on the other, inclined
to sympathize with the Scotch-Irish, were the
eastern Presbyterians, some of the Churchmen,
and various miscellaneous people whose vindic-
tiveness towards all Indians had been aroused by
the war. The Quakers and conservatives, who
seem to have been the more numerous, assailed the
Scotch-Irish in no measured language as a gang
of ruffians without respect for law or order who,
though always crying for protection, had refused
to march with Bouquet to save Fort Pitt or to
furnish him the slightest assistance. Instead of go-
ing westward where the danger was and something
might be accomplished, they had turned eastward
among the settlements and murdered a few poor
defenseless people, mostly women and children.

Franklin,  who had  now returned from Eng-
land, wrote one of his best pamphlets against the